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Willard Parker. 
“Wortay man.”—QCvriolanus. 

-Wittarp Parker, one of the most prominent 
surgeons of this busy metropolis, was born in 
Francistown, Hilsborough county, New Hamp- 
shire, in the year 1802. His ancestors came 
from the staunch old Puritan stock of New Eng- 
land, a race of men who, when they were right, 
were very right; and when they were wrong, 
were very wrong; a positive branch of humanity 
that formed, in no*small degree, the bone and 
muscle of much that did good in the hot-headed 
days of the young colonies. His grandparents 
took active part in the Revolutionary period of 
1776; and in tracing out the truthful account of 
the battle of Bunker Hill, we find that a relative 
of his:won laurels on the field of action, and re- 
ceived honorable mention at the hands of those 
capable of judging.* Young Parxzr’s father 
was a firm follower of the doctrines promulgated 
by his ancestors of old, and his mother also en- 
tertained the same views as those endorsed by 
her own parents. The family consisted of four 
sons and two daughters. 

When Wii1arp was a mere child, both parents 
moved to Middlesex county, Massachusetts, and 
entered fully into all the practica! duties of an 
agricultural life, near a small village, numbering 
but few inhabitants. WitLarp was here brought 
up to hecome a thorough New England farmer, 
and worked in the field day after day, from sun- 
rise to sunset, till he arrived at the age of six- 
teen. This in no small degree contributed to lay 
in that stock of vitality, endurance, and physical 





* See Historical-Genealogical Magazine, 1865. 





power which has been one of the leading features 
in Dr. Parxer’s industrious career. It also 
formed a taste for country life and a cherished 
love for the works of nature, that still continue 
fresh in the mind of the Doctor, who only recently 
remarked to me that when he saw the trees bud- 
ding, and the spring coming in all its rich sim- 
plicity and uncontaminated purity, he could 
hardly restrain himself and keep down to the 
routine duties of an office-life; so great was his 
desire to rush over the green fields and drink in 
delicious perfumes. 

However that may be, young Parker soon dis- 
covered that knowledge was power, and strove in 
all his leisure moments, when the farm work 
stopped for the day, to peruse those authors easi- 
est of access to a youthful mind, and obtain the 
principles of a good education, until his «circum- 
stances would permit of a more enlarged litera- © 
ry experience. Soon, ambition and an intense 
thirst for knowledge forced him to pursue a 
speedier way, and accordingly we find him “ Wiz- 
LARD Parker, teacher,” giving instruction to 
young followers in a neighboring village, about 
the year 1820. 

This was done with a threefold object, all of 
which he accomplished. Firstly, for the purpose 
of obtaining more time, in order to study tho- 
roughly the classics and prepare himself for col- 
lege; secondly, to procure the means necessary 
for a present livelihood; and thirdly, in order to 
lay up enough to carry him through his student 
days free from fiscal difficulties, and in accord- 
ance with the morals of his family, who looked 
upon honesty and the paying of one’s debts, as 
one of the brightest ornaments of a man’s re- 
spected virtues. Wittarp Parker continued in 
this capacity for several years of conscientious 
labor, when he more fully prepared himself, 
and finally, passing his examination, was for- 
mally admitted to Cambridge College, where he 
continued a faithful student till he was graduated 
in 1826. Shortly after receiving his diploma, . 
young Parker became enamored of the practice 
of physic and the deeply philosophical wonders 
of anatomical structure, and accordingly entered 
the offices of Drs. Warrey and Townsenp, Boston, 
Massachusetts, who superintended the studies 
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pursued by him. After attending a full course 
of medical lectures in that city, Wittarp Parker 
was graduated Doctor of Medicine from Cam- 
bridge College, in the year 1880 On the third 
day of February, he received his diploma, and 
put up his sizn at once; and on the 4th of March, 
the month following, only a space of a few weeks, 
was appointed Lecturer on Anatomy in College 
of Physicians and Surgeons, New York, and de- 
livered, at once, a course on that subject. This 
system of didactic instruction he has continued 
ever since, for a period of some thirty-five years. 

Dr. Parxer’s Inaugural dissertation for the 
degree of doctor of medicine, was styled “a 
Thesis on Nervous Respiration.” It evinced a 
clear head, sound judgment, and a practical 
view of disease, and embodied excellent princi- 
ples to be taken into consideration in case of 
of the derangement of the function of breathing. 
Young Parker had made many dissections; 
seen for himself the relative anatomy of the 
parts, and was practically enabled to go into the 
details of much of the physiology of that self-sus- 
‘taining apparatus. 

Though? Professor Parker has not written 
much, what has come from his pen is to the 
point at issue. And though at times he has 
maintained theories that have not altogether 
met with a favorable reception by men of differ- 
ent scientific views, he certainly has carried out 
his argument from one step to another, till grati- 
fication at the subtlety of his disquisition and the 
importance of his subject, conduces to interest 
the reader, and influence the reasoning faculties. 
His other papers have been on particular cases of 
abnormal growths, and the eccentric diseases of 
afflicted humanity. All of them will repay peru- 
sal. Dr. Parker has labored hard, worked con- 
tinuously, attended faithfully, and been constant 
to his profession, but he has not yet written 
enough for the gratification of those who desire 
it. Experience will now be able to go hand in 
hand with ability; and information, merged into 
knowledge, can disclose useful sentiments and 
propound important axioms. 

In conversing with Dr. Parker one evening, 
during a social visit at his house, I ventured to 
ask him if he had to commence life anew, would 
he be a doctor again; that is, were he at liberty 
to begin life anew, and lay out a fresh course of 
‘duty, would he study the profession of medicine? 
Scarcely had I asked the question, when it was 
answered with zeal and decision— 

“Certainly I would, oh, yes, sir; I have always 
been interested in medicine and surgery, particu- 
larly the saving of a limb.” 
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I then asked him if he should select a speci- 
alty, what would it be? 

“Medical treatment, diagnosis as associated 
with surgical cases. If a man does not familiar- 
ize himself with different remedies, and their 
applicability to certain special disorders resulting 
from surgical cases, he degenerates into nothing 
more nor less than a butcher. It is the glory of 
the profession to save a limb. Butthat which I 
particularly regard as beautiful in its results and 
satisfactory in its issues, is the cutting down for 
and ligating arteries.’ 

Professor Parker, has tied the subclavian ar- 
tery five times. Once he performed the operation 
within the sculeni muscle, also taking the pre- 
caution to apply a ligature to the common caro- 
tid and right verbetral arteries for the first time 
in this country. This was done to prevent regur- 
gitation, but the patient only survived the opera- 
tion forty-two days, secondary hemorrhage car- 
rying him off. Most of the doctor’s early years 
were passed in the hospitals of different cities. 
For two years he was actively engaged in treating 
the sick and assisting in grave operations at Chel- 
sea hospital, and immediately after he spent one 
year as resident surgeon in the Massachusetts 
hospital, where a continued variation of diseases, 
not afew rare cases of abnormal tumors, singular 
accidents, and good and bad surgery came under 
his immediate observation. On visiting this city, 
and taking up his abode here as a practicing sur- 
geon, he was soon appointed ‘surgeon to New 
York hospital. And in the early days of Bellevue 
hospital suffering, those middle ages of political 
turpitude, was associated with the able and effi- 
cient James R. Woop, in operating on shattered 
limbs and endeavoring, by every means in their 
power, to rescue from threatened dissolution the 
refuse of humanity, whose neglected frames bore 
sad testimony to the direful consequences uf a non- 
medical supervision, placed in charge of ignorant 
and designing overseers, of what could only be 
termed the dead and dying. Soon however, their 
wise forethought, and the additional interest taken 
in the amelioration of their condition by outside 
practitioners; the appointment of new officers, 
and the better food and ventilation, told well on 
the bills of mortality, and now from this seed 
has grown up a systematic institution worthy the 
patronage of all men. 

As a lecturer Dr. Parker is very happy in his 
efforts to propound useful doctrines and unfold 
interesting aphorisms. His manner is free from all 
embarrassment, his thoughts are always expressed 
in a way agreeable to the listener. He does not dis- 
tract you by gesticulation, neither does he fatigue 
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‘you by any approach to monotony: but easy in 
movements, direct in statement, fresh as to mat- 
ter, firm in axioms and replete with experience, 
he has met with great success in the estimation 
of his associates and cotemporaries. Doctor Par- 
KER’s voice is gentle, yet not low; rich in its 
deeper tones, yet not rough in enunciation. There 
is a distinctness of expression and a fulness of 
utterance, that commend attention and reward 
the musical ear. : 

The principle of incorporating a telling anec- 
dote in the substance of a lecture has not been 
wariting on many occasions of memorable import. 
Professor Parker is too well acquainted with the 
human intelligence not to appreciate the impor- 
tant fact, that a forcible example of some careless 
operation, or the truthful exposure of the neglect 
of duty done, will fix itself more durably on the 
memory of the ambitious student, than much of 
anatomical disquisition or the prosy data of con- 
stitutional treatment. When we reflect that for 


over thirty years, Doctor Parker has addressed 
an enlightened audience, we are not surprised 
that his experience has rendered fascinating what 
might otherwise be pronounced repulsive. 

As on operator Doctor Parker has been very 
successful. Even in cases rendered complicated 
by a broken down, wasted life; or debilitated by 


a cachectic diathesis, he has “cut,” dressed, at- 
tended, watched over, and finally been rewarded 
by a freedom from ills in patients whose future 
seemed doomed, while their present pain was un- 
supportable. 

With regard to any particular branch of sur- 
gery, there does not seem to be a special favorit- 
ism. Dr. Parker entered the field of practice 
with a desire to learn all he could; in later years 
he had endeavored to teach all he knew, and in 
the lusty autumn of a well-spent life, he seeks to 
do all that nature has endowed him with the 
capabilities of accomplishing. With as large a 
practice as any surgeon in this city, overrun by 
applications for assistance, and called away dur- 
ing hours set aside for domestic relaxation and 
mental culture, Professor Parker, though pos- 
sessed of the desire, has not been able to record 
for the benefit of those who are enamored of such 
subjects, as many interesting theories as he may 
have formed. In not a few instances it has 
been his lot to detect an error in the present sys- 
tem of treatment in some particular case. At an- 
other time he has felt the want of some necessary 
adjuvant, and substituted what was desirable. 
Now it is of such things that works on surgery 
are composed. Searcely a month passes but some 
new and emingntly beneficial discovery is made 
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in analitical chemistry or microscopic anatomy. 
If after each discovery in the wonderful structure 
of the human form, the fortunate finder felt bound 
to write an entire work on anatomy, time and 
money would be wasted. But it is by perma- 
nently recording positive statements of investi- 
gated matters, that render it possible hereafter 
for a tablet of mosaic truth to be constructed that 
those who pass on in their endeavors to excel, 
may have an opportunity to live and learn. It 
is to be hoped that ere many months have passed 
away, Professor Parker will record in durable 
form the results of his surgical experience, with 
appropriate remarks of matured reflection. 

In appearance Doetor Parker is erect and well- 
proportioned, ruddy in countenance, and with a 
clear, bright, hazel eye, which sparkles with good 
humor and a vigorous, constitutional look of 
strength. In height he is above the ordinary size, 
and his walk that of one whose muscles had been 
well developed in the performance of healthy ex- 
ercise and protracted labor. His manner is quick, 
showing a rapid comprehension of what has been 
said, while there is an affability of expression, and 
a courteousness of bearing that disarms the ap- 
prehension and inspires confidence. Few doctors 
work harder, are paid better, or do more good 
than the subject of the present sketch. 

sical 
A BRIEF BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
OF THE LATE 
Dr. Joseph Thoburn, of West Virginia. 
By J. C. Hurr, M.D., 
Of Wheeling, West Virginia. 

Extract.—At a meeting of the medical profession of Wheeling, 
held October 22, 1864, to adopt resolutions of respect for the 
character and memory of Dr. Josep THosvRn, late a Colonet 
in the service of the United States, Dr. Hupp having read to the 
meeting some memoranda embracing the ehief incidents in the 


life of the deceased, it was 
Resolved, That he be requested to use them in preparing a 
btief biographical sketch of Col. Taosurn for publication. 


Biographical Sketch. 

Joseru Toosurn, M. D., of Wheeling, West 
Virginia, was born near Belfast, Ireland, April 29, 
1825. 

When he was about three months old, his 
father, Mr. Marrnew Tuosvry, an intelligent and 
highly respected citizen and an exemplary Chris- 
tian, emigrated to the United States, and settled 
in Belmont county, Ohio. j 

His educational advantages were only such as 
the common school of the country district where 
his parents lived afforded. He secured a thorough 
English education, and by a diligent course of 
reading, his mind was at an early age, well dis- 
ciplined, and well stored with general information. 
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When eighteen years of age he began to teach 
in Belmont county, and spent three years in this 
occupation. His attention having been directed 
to medicine, in 1847 he became a pupil of the 
accomplished Dr. Epuraim Gaston, of Morris- 
town, Ohio, where he spent two years and subse- 
quently prosecuted his studies in the office of 
Prof. Carrer, of Starling Medical College, in 
which institution, at the age of 25, he graduated 
as M.D. April 1, 1850, Dr. Taosury located in 
Cookstown, Fayette county, Pa., where he prac- 
ticed nearly two years, and was in the enjoyment 
of a large share of public confidence, when, 
-November 1, 1851—he was called to the respon- 
sible post of assistant physician in the Ohio 
Lunatic Asylum. July 1, 1852, he was removed, 
together with all the other officers in the Institu- 
tion, on account of their political relations. Spent 
July and August, of 1852, in New York Hospi- 
tals, and in September settled in Wheeling. 

December 13, 1853, he married Miss Kare 
A., eldest daughter of Rev. Benzamin Mitcue.1, 
D. D., of Mount Pleasant, Ohio. Having re- 
sumed a general practice in Wheeling, his influ- 
ence was not slow in making itself felt in this 
new field of labor. Endowed as he was with 

_ varied capabilities and excellencies, a nature and 
manner genial and companionable, he came rapid- 
ly into the enjoyment of public confidence. And 
his admitted merit, the extent of his information, 
the weight of his character, the directness and in- 
tegrity of his purpose, all conspired to give him 
the highest esteem and respect of his medical 
brethren. 

Ilere he was successfully attending to the du- 
ties of his profession when the rebellion broke 
out. Prompted by a sterling patriotism, which 
‘nothing but death could extinguish, he entered 
into the service of his country, acting during the 
three months’ campaign as Surgeon of the Ist 
Regiment loyal Va. Volunteer infantry, and as 
soon as he had accomplished its reorganization 
under the second call for troops, he was chosen 
Colonel of the same regiment, which, with its 
brave leader, carried terror to the enemy of civili- 
zation and good government on so many bloody 
fields. 

A braver heart never beat in human bosom. He 
had five or six horses shot under him, in the vari- 
ous battles in which he was engaged. 

In 1862, Col. Taosurn was in the engagement 
at Blue’s Gap, also the first battle at Winchester, 
where he was severely wounded in the left arm, 
which rendered him for some time unfit for duty. 
He was in all the battles and skirmishes in the 
Shenandoah valley, under Gen. Banks. He 
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fought at the battles of Port Republic and Cedar 
Mountain. Though sick, he fought at the se- 
cond Bull Run battle, having been in the saddle 
for three weeks, when he should have been in 
the hospital. At length, he was stricken down 
with typhoid fever, and lay at Alexandria, Va., 
delirious for many weeks, during which time 
there was but little if any hope of his recovery. 
But, “as soon as he recovered, he hastened back 
to the field, leaving behind him a beloved wife 
and three lovely children, to whom he was most 
ardently attached.” 

During the year 1863, he was on duty in ¢he 
Valley of Virginia, at North Mountain, and at 
Petersburgh, in Hardy county. His escape from 
the latter place with his forces was regarded by 
military men as the most difficult and successful 
of the war. During this year, he commanded a 
brigade under Col. Munuican. In 1864, he 
fought with Gen. Sicex at the battle of New Mar- 
ket; under Gen. Hunter, he commanded a bri- 
gade at the battle of Piedmont, fought at the 
battle of Lynchburg, and was in all the series of 
battles and skirmishes in Hunter's raid. 

When the renegade Earty made his raid down 
the Valley, and the summer campaign of 1864 
was organized, Col. Taosurn was placed in com- 
mand of a division. He was in command at the 
hard fought battle at Snicker’s Ferry. He led 
the first division of Gen. Croox’s army, which 
turned the fortunes of the day at the battle of 
Opequan Creek. He commanded at the storming 
of Fisher’s Hill, and advanced with Gen. Sueri- 
DAN’s army up to Harrisonburgh. When the 
rebel army lay near Strasburg, Col. Taosurn 
requested of Gen. SHERIDAN permission to go with 
his division as skirmishers—an undertaking diffi- 
cult and dangerous—and ascertain the enemy’s 
strength and position, which request was granted ; 
and after a hot engagement, the object was suc- 
cessfully accomplished. On the 19th of October, 
1864, he fell, nobly fighting for his country’s flag, 
at the battle of Cedar Creek, in ghe Shenandoah 
Valley. . 

On that fatal Wednesday morning, a model 
man, an illustrious hero, fell. One of the most 
admirably gifted intellects which has at any time 
been called upon to lead West Virginia troops to 
victory, was taken from their councils and their 
active sympathies by the hand of a treacherous 
foe.* As surgeon or colonel of a regiment, as 
commander of a division-or as civillian, attentive 
to every detail, whether medical, surgical, or ad- 

* Colonel TaosuRN was shot by a rebel cavalryman, dressed in 
our own untform, the Colonel not knowing the rebel was a foe. 
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ministrative, Col. THosurn was always prompt 
at the call of every duty. 

“He was one of the moet amiable of men, mod- 
est, humble, and unassuming.” In his private 
life, he illustrated some of the best points in his 
character, in a thousand ways which the public 
eye would never detect. 

He was in the largest and truest sense a benevo- 
lent man. He had a large practice among the 
poor, and in his daily visits his hand was ever 
open to relieve their wants, if it possibly lay in 
his power to do so. No one but his wife knew 
how much he did in this quiet way. Repeated 
instances might be recorded here in which he 
assisted others under circumstances which must 
have cost him no little personal sacrifice. His 
charities, which were almost as numerous as the 
days he lived, were bestowed without the least 
ostentation, as without pretension. 

Another marked trait of Col. Taosurn’s char- 
acter was his unselfishness. This he regarded as 
the corrter-stone of a true manly character. With 
him it was no pretence, but in his whole life he 
‘never sought any advantage at the expense of 
another, Nowhere was this more conspicu- 


ous than in the army, where jealousy too often 
mars the harmony which ought to exist among 
officers. He never lost his character for manly 


unselfish patriotism amid all the rivalries and 
jealousies of the camp. 

His devotion to principle was another prominent 
trait of his character. Without offensively obtrud- 
ing himself and his views on others who differed 
from him, he adhered to his own convictions of 
right with a quiet firmness which nothing could 
shake. He feared no consequences when once 
satisfied that a given course was right. Though 
by no means insensible to public applause, he 
never courted it for its own sake, and never gave 
it a thought when any principle was at stake. 
Whoever recalls the momentous events, the gigan- 
tic and often acrimonious struggles -for ascen- 
dency, the portentous and brilliant military 
achievements, which, from 1861 to 1865, fixed 
the public attention and excited the alternate 
hopes and fears of contending armies, and was 
acquainted with Col. Taosurn, will remember 
that through all these bloody events he continued 
to advance steadily in public appreciation to fill a 
yet wider and wider space in the eyes of the 
country; that on him rests no imputation of 
having ever purchased favor or advancement by 


, the slightest sacrifice of principle, or of having 


deviated into any of those equivocal positions 
which sometimes bring disrepute on illustrious 
names. He was a man of hopeful temperament, 
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of broad views and sound judgment. In esti- 
mating character, he saw the best points only, or 
else found so many ways of excusing what was 
bad, that he was accustomed to take a favorable 
view of individuals and of society at large. In 
all his plans, and in all his opinions on the ques- 
tions of the day, he was accustomed to take broad 
views and weigh every minute issue involved, and 
if he erred, it was never on the side of narrow 
prejudice and bigotry. Few men had a clearer 
apprehension of the issues involved in the present 
war than he. For years, he was settled in the 
conviction that, through the diabolical influence 
of slavery, what has happened would come to 
pass; but, perhaps not a dozen persons knew his 
opinions. From a long study of the issues in- 
volved, viewed in his usual comprehensive man- 
ner, he had reached his conclusions, but it was 
not in his character to obtrude his views on those 
who did not sympathize with them. The genial 
elements of his character naturally expanded 
most freely in the circle of his family and friends, 
where he was truly and ever at home. 

The many manly qualities in his character were 
too conspicuous to escape the notice of any one 
who knew him. But whoever had not seen Col. 
Tuosurn in his dwelling or among his friends, 
knew him but imperfectly. It is indeed rare to 
meet with one whose capabilities and excellen- 
cies were so varied and distinct, nor is it possible 
that any one knowing him as colleague, counsel- 
lor, friend, should speak of him otherwise than 
frankly and from the heart, though conscious of 
the imperfect representation given in these mem- 
oranda of a man so intrinsically great in all the 
elements which constitute true greatness, and 80 
entirely beloved for all that refers itself to the 
amenities of social intercourse and the sacred en- 
dearments of home. 

In conclusion, it is proper to add that Colonel 
Tuosurn had the confidence and love of his sol- 
diers in a preéminent degree, strikingly mani- 
fested indeed in the young soldier who saw his 
remains at the depot in Wheeling, who sobbed 
and cried until he moved all who were present. 
During the two days that his remains, also the re- 
mains of Captain Brer and Sergeant Jenxrns, 
his fearless comrades who had fallen on the same 
field, lay in state in the appropriately decorated 
and draped Senate Chamber, in the Capitol, thou- 
sands of people mournfully approached, with 
hearts bowed down with grief, to take a last sor- 
rowing look at the dead heroes, drop a silent 
tear to their memories, and attest their apprecia- 
tion of the sacrifices they had made. 

The largest funeral procession that ever took 
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place in Wheeling followed Colonel THosurn’s 
remains to Mount Wood Cemetery, where, with 
military honors, were deposited “all that was 
left of the loving husband, the tender father, the 
dutiful son, the good physician, the brave sol- 
dier, and the humble and consistent Christian.” 
ee 
THREE DIFFERENT FORMS OF SPINAL 
DISEASE. 
By S. C. Tuornton, M.D., 
Of Moorestown, N.J. 
Case 1. Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis. 

May 23, 1864. Bevtan W——, aged forty-five, 
was taken with a chill at the house of a friend in 
Moorestown, which was followed by a very hot 
fever. In the evening she walked to her home, 
almost a mile off. She was obliged to sit several 
hours on the road-side,—and was finally assisted 
home by one of her neighbors. Pains in the 
back of the head, the extremities, particularly 
the right ankle, and the fever constituted then 
the main symptoms. 
_ May 24. She sent for me either to go this even- 

ing, or to send some medicine. I accepted the 
latter alternative, and sent some comp. cath. 
pills—Cook’s. 

May 25. The cathartic did not purge, and was 
thrown up. She lies sprawled in the bed—head 
and heels on the same level. Has a very dry and 
hot skin, reminding me of the calor mordicans of 
medical writers. Pulse 120, and of good volume; 
tongue coated with a slightly brown coat; much 
hebetude of expression ; face has a dark, or purple 
flush—her face was naturally flushed, however. 
She has a short and thick neck, being of rather full 
habit, though not fat. She is sensible, and answers 
correctly. Complains much of the pains in her 
head and back. Has a rash somewhat resembling 
rubeola. Prescribed calomel and jalap ten grs. 
each, and spts. of nitre, with very small doses 
of aconite. If the mercurial cathartic failed to 
purge, small doses of epsom salts and magnesia 
combined, were to be given pro re nata. 

May 26. It was found necessary to give the 
saline purgative yesterday. She was to-day ap- 
parently better, and almost clear of fever. The 
decubitus was however the same, and the pulse 
not so frequent, and almost natural; skin cool; 
expression and venous congestion the same as 
that of yesterday. Prescribed small doses of 
whiskey and beef tea as long as the fever was 
absent. The febrifuge mixture before prescribed 
if the fever returned. 

May 27. Found her comatose; head drawn 
back, and there remained firmly; lower extremi- 
ties stiff and stgaight; arms stiff; forearms bent 
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at right angles on the arms, and both arms and 
forearms kept firmly to the chest; jaws stiff and 
closed, and could not be separated. Whatever 
food and medicine were taken, were poured 
through an aperture occasioned by the loss of a 
tooth. Temperature of the skin natural; pulse 
weak and not frequent; pupils much dilated; 
upper and lower eyelids when separated remained 
so. Prescribed whiskey and beef tea, and ap- 
plied sinapisms and other rubefacients. 

May 28. Muchworse. The peculiarity of her 
respiration constituting one of the most singular 
symptoms of disease I have ever seen—which was 
two short inspiratory efforts to a full expiratory 
one. Whether this depended upon the morbid 
state of the medulla oblongata in which the phre- 
nic nerve originates, causing spasmodic action of 


the diaphragm or no, I do not know. 


May 29. Died. No autopsy. 


Case 2. Spinal Meningitis. 

On Sunday evening, July 10th, 1864, Joszrn 
Burr, aged forty-five, a stout and robusf farmer, 
hard worker, and temperate, fearing it would 
rain before morning, put his hay into cocks, and 
afterward, whilst warm, perspiring, sleepy and 
fatigued, lay on one of the cocks, and slept there 
till morning—rather until some time after 12 
P. M., and then feeling chilly started homeward. 

Monday. His back was stiff and sore; “tried 
to work it off by binding wheat.” 

Tuesday. Went to Mount Holly, and whilst 
walking along the street, felt what he termed 
a spasm in his back, and a drawing of his 
head backward, so much that he stepped into 
a drug shop to get something; the article agreed 
upon was apple brandy. 

Wednesday. He was off to a grist-mill. The 
singularity of his gait, and carriage of his body, 
attracted the attention of the millers. And they 
were not a little surprised when they saw it was 
very difficult for him to open his jaws sufficiently 
wide to admit of a few grains of wheat he had 
taken from the hopper to chew. * 

In the evening and night, until 12 P. M. again, 
he was in the harvest field. 

Meeting a neighbor, who had just started for 
market, he complained to him of the general 
stiffness—especially that about the jaws,—and 
expressed his belief in its being a cold. 

Thursday. He sent forme. I found him stand- 
ing at the front door, resting on his cane, and 
supported by two assistants. He was greatly 
agitated; expression wild; manner excited; face 
pale; voice tremulous and indistinct; his whole 
body covered with a warm and profuse perspira- 
tion ; pulse full and quick; tongue natural ; talked 
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constantly; told me he would die, as his jaws 
were set, etc. 

Immediately before I saw him he had had an 
attack of trismus, by which his tongue was con- 
siderably bruised. Having come to the conclu- 
sion that his case was an unpromising one—that 
he could understand what was “locked jaw,” and 
that I might be excused if he died of “locked 
jaw,” ete., I told him such was the fact, and that 
it came from cold received from sleeping in the 
open air. He had been plied well with various 
domestic and patent remedies, both internally 
and externally, before I saw him. I had him re- 
moved from the strong draft in which he was 
standing, for the purpose, as he said, “to keep 
him in breath.” With the aid of his assistants, 
he, with great difficulty, on account of the opis- 
thotonos—or, as he termed it, ‘drawing his heels 
and the back of his head together,” reached a chair 
only two or three yards off. By severa! appliances, 
and many trials, the chair could be made for a short 
time only, to lean so as to suit him. He walked 
with his head and neck thrown backward, and 
there kept in one position; legs drawn out- 
ward somewhat, partially flexed, and knees not 
admitting of much flexion. 

I cauterized his back over the spine, from the 
occipital region to the sacral, with a solution of 
caustic potassa; and prescribed tr. assafoetida 
f.3j, and morph. gr. ss., every two hours when 
awake. 

Friday. Slept but little last night. He dreaded 
sleeping, because as soon as he fel] asleep he 
awoke in a spasm. 

Skin over the vertebrae very sore. 

Dr. J. H. Stoxes also saw him this morning. 
We found it a difficult matter to get him into a 
position sufficiently comfortable to admit of his 
taking his medicines. We prescribed morphia, 
gr. 4 every hour; quinia, aro. spts. ammonia, and 
whiskey. Assafcetida was omitted on account of 
nausea produced. Ether was inhaled during the 
spasms. The clonic spasms Of the extremities, 
and the tonic ones of the back, lasted during the 
night, with considerable rigidity of the muscles 
of the jaw, which was generally increased by 
the vessels containing the medicines touching 
the lips. He could not lie in bed. 

Saturday. Same symptoms, and worse spasms. 

Treatment. “Whiskey, quinia, ammonia, and a 
teaspoonful of a mixture every two hours, con- 
taining in each fluid drachm twenty-eight drops of 
chloroform, thirty-five drops of laudanum, and 

“one-seventh of a grain of morphia, when awake. 

Sunday. Symptoms no better: yesterday’s 

treatment continued. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 
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Monday. Dr. Sroxes and myself met at 8 A.M. 
Pulse one hundred'‘and sixteen, as it had been 
heretofore; neither had there been any change 
in the sweating, which is as profuse as ever. 
Spasms appear to have left the back of his neck, 
and to have fallen into the dorsal and lumbar re- 
gions; there was also pleurothotonos of the left 
side. While swallowing he was attacked with a 
frightful convulsion. His limbs and trunk were 
as stiff and rigid as if affected with a severe at- 
tack of catalepsy; trismus was also complete; 
pulseless ; extremities cold ; face livid, and bathed 
with a profuse sweat; we thought he was gone. 
By lowering the back of his chair, and applying 
restoratives, he was resuscitated. At 11 A.M. 
the convulsion returned, and he died. 

“The usual quantity of urine was passed, and 
was not of any peculiar color, nor unusal quan- 
tity. 

In the first case there were symptoms of cere- 
bral disease; in the second none. In the first 
those muscles only were affected with spasms that 
were supplied with nerves that came only from 
the medulla, viz., the first nine pairs of spinal 
nerves. 

Case 3. Tetanus. 

Nov. 5. 1864. Hezextsn Warner, aged 27; 
stout, accustomed to hard work, and of good 
health. Complains of general soreness, moves 
with much pain, and feels very stiff. Has a 
very small incised wound on the left hand, that 
he received ten days ago from a stalk knife whilst 
cutting corn stalks. During the cold weather 
succeeding this period, his wounded hand has 
been frequently immersed in cold apple pumice 
whilst making cider. The wound presents a 
healthy appearance. The following symptoms in- 
duced me to believe that the disease is tetanus, 
and that perhaps traumatic. And yet, from the 
dreadfully unfavorable prognusis of this disease, 
one might doubt it. But I have known one fa- 
vorable exception. Pain and stiffness in the back 
of the neck and jaw; great difficulty in swallow- 
ing; deglutition producing a sense of suffocation ; 
constant pain in the chest—pracordia; the inha- 
lation resembling gasping; whole person sore, 
and ¢-nnot be moved without much assistance 
and great difficulty; bowels constipated; and the 
wound also painful. There are, moreover, no 
other symptoms that wéuld lead one to suspect 
that the disease could come under any other head, 
One other symptom was the abundance of slimy 
mucus in the throat, that caused constant efforte 
to relieve himself of. 

Treatment. Opium, camphor, calomel, counter- 
irritants. Recovered in three weeks. 
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Epiroriat DEPARTMENT. 


—_—— 


Periscope. 


Pustular Diseases of the Skin. 
In a lecture lately given at Vienna, quoted in 
the Brit. Med. Journal, Hesra says :— 


“‘Pustular diseases of the skin described by 
authors under the name of impetigo, ecthyma, 
porrigo, achor, etc., do not exist as essential dis- 
eases; they are merely the consequences of other 
skin diseases, which are recognizable by other 
signs than those of pustular eruptions, and 
generally, indeed, before the pustular eruption 
— Consequently, in dealing with pustules 
of the skin, our business is, not to trouble our- 
selves about the size, form, and number of the 

ustules, but to learn what that particular disease 
1s which preceded the pustular eruption. We 
must never forget that a large number of pustu- 
lar diseases are produced by local irritation, and 
should, therefore, in the first place, search for 
traces of scabies, of prurigo, pediculi, etc. Then, 
again, the diagnostic marks of the real cause of 
the pustules may have disappeared when the pus- 
tules come under our notice; as in scabies, as in 
the vesicles of eczema, the papules prurigo, etc. 
The development and death of pustules usually 
take place in a similar way. inl pasteles resem- 
ble each other. It is impossible to distinguish 
the pustule of variola from that of acne, of syphi- 
lis, of scabies, etc.; neither do the size, nor the 
contents, nor the form of the pustules give us 
any distinctive sign. Even the depression of the 
pustule, supposed to be diagnostic of small-pox, 
is observed in all other pustular diseases—that is, 
as long as the contents of the eruption have not 
become completely purulent. The mere observa- 
tion of the pustules, therefore, does not enable us 
to decide the nature of the disease; we must ob- 
serve their whole course, their seat, etc. The 
words impetigo and ecthyma should be either 
banished from medicine, or they should be used 
simply as generic terms, to indicate the presence 
of a boat number of pustules. They represent 
no distinct diseases.” : 


The Picro-Nitrate of Potash in Trichinous 
Disease 


In Schmidt's Jahrb., v. cxix., page 187, Mr- 
ISSNER gives a résumé of recent contributions 
to our knowledge of trichinous disease, and con- 
tinues it in Banp cxxiy., pp. 182-194. In the 
former of the two he notices Frepier’s experi- 
ments with picro-nitrate of potash on trichinized 
rabbits. He found that the picro-nitrate had no 
effect on the parasites, either in the intestines or 
in the muscles; that it did not prevent either the 
development of the embryos or their migrations; 
and, finally, that if given in large doses it killed 
the rabbits, but not the trichine. Frepier’s 
"gees of its value was therefore opposed to that 
of Frrepreicu. In the second communication 
Meissner quotes Dr. R. Frepier and Dr. Koat’s 
researches into the value of benzoine, which has 
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been recommended by Mosier. They also insti- 
tuted a series of experiments on trichinized rab- 
bits, and found that large doses of benzoin, given 
for a long time, are able to kill the trichinz in 
the intestines, but that smaller doses. have not 
any deleterious effect on them; that the benzoin, 
even in the largest doses possible, has not any 
effect on the trichiniz in the muscles. It is very 
possible that when, like Mosier, one poisons the 
animal experimented on with benzoin, the trichi- 
nz in the muscles die; but Frepier believes from 
his experiment, that benzoin could never attain 
any practical value as a remedy against trichine 
in the intestines or muscles. The human organ- 
ism could not bear the larger doses that killed 
the parasite, and smaller doses in nowise hindered 
its development or its migration. Mosizr is, on 
the contrary, confirmed in his opinion of the value 
of benzoin by further experiments, and comes to 
the conclusion that benzoin, which holds the first 

lace among known anthelmintics, can be borne 
the human system in larger doses than he at 
first believed; that in such doses it kills the 
trichinz in the intestines, and prevents in great 
measure the migrations of the embryos, and that 
therefore it is the only rational means that may 
and must be employed against trichina disease in 
man. Mostsr, from his later experience, con- 
tends that Fiep.er’s judgment was a somewhat 
hasty one, and he endeavors to show from Fiep- 
LeR’s report, that his experiments really told not 
against but in favor of the use of benzoin.—Brit. 
and For. Med.-Chir. Review. 


Difference of the Sensibility of Joints. 


Dr. James W. Bett, of Rochester, in the Brit. 
Med. Journal, has pointed out the difficulty of 
foreseeing the amount of mischief that may ensue 
upon any injury of a joint, in consequence of dif- 
ference in the barge yrseaed of the joints. This 
difference is due to the following causes: a, ana- 
tomical and physiological; b, diathetic; c, morbid 
state of system at period of injury; d, acciden- 
tal. 

The author recommended the removal of dead 
portions of bone from the cavity of joints, in the 
place of excision, in selected cases, and at a me- 
dium period., viz., neither too hastily nor too 
tardily. 

Dr. Brut. narrates the heads of several cases: 

Case i. A publican sustained a compound com- 
minuted fracture of the patella by a fall from a 
cart. The recovery was perfect. The treatment 
consisted in the application of twelve leeches 
within the first twenty-four hours; and in the use 
of tartarated antimony, digitalis, and opium, for 
a fortnight, and of iodide of potassium subse- 
quently. 

Case II. A man met with compound comminu- 
ted fracture of the olecranon. Unhealthy inflam- 
mation of the soft parts supervened on the fourth 
day: the joint became disorganized; pysemia oc- 
curred; and death was the result. 

Case III. A. man received a lacerated wound 
of the knee-joint without injury of the bones. 
Traumatic delirium set in on the fifth day, and 
death occurred about the tenth day. 

Case IV. was that of a youth whose knee-joint 
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was twice injected with iodine, without the super- 
vention of much local inflammation or general 
disturbance. ° 


° Hydrocephalus. 

The British Medical Journal says, that M. 
Bovucuvut, of the Children’s Hospital, Paris, has 
called in the ophthalmoscope as a diagnostic agent 
in chronic hydrocephalus and rachitic state of 
the cranial bones. In chronic hydrocephalus, the 
early signs of the disease, he says, are often ob- 
scure; but the vessels of the eye always undergo 
appreciable modifications. In proportion as the 
serum accumulates in and compresses the brain, 
we find—1, an increase of vascularity of the re- 
tina, with dilatation of the veins; 2, an increase 
of the number of vessels in the retina; 3, a com- 
plete or partial serous infiltration of the retina; 
4, atrophy of the retina and its vessels; 5, atro- 
phy, more or less marked, of the optic nerve. 

hese lesions vary with the age of the disease and 
the amount of serous effusion. They result either 
from compression of the sinuses preventing the 
return of blood from the eye, or oss compres- 
sion of the optic nerve within the cranium. But 
none of these lesions exist in rickets, In twenty- 
two children between five months and three years 
of age, examined by M. Boucuvt, in whom the 
body was only slightly deformed, but in whom 
the head was increased in size and the anterior 
fontanelle open, and some of whom had, and some 
of whom had not, had convulsions, the eye pre- 
served its natural appearance. There was neither 


>. alteration of the pupil, nor any disorder of the 


yenous circulation of the retina. Hence, he says, 


by means of the ophthalmoscope, we can distin- 
guish between rickets and chronic hydrocephalus. 


American Surgery in Paris. 


Dr. Cuas. A. Porg, in a letter to the St. Louis 
Medical Journal, remarks that during his sojourn 
in Paris, thanks to the kind invitation of Dr. Sims, 
he had the pleasure of witnessing an operation 
by him for procidentia uteri. His plan in these 
cases is to diminish the calibre of the vagina, and 
thus to prevent the descent of the womb. in 
the operation for vesico-vaginal fistula, the patient 
was placed on her left side with her face and chest 
to the table. The operator commenced by fresh- 
ening the vagina on either side of the meatus 
urinarius, in a line a quarter of an inch wide, 
and extending along the whole length of the 
vagina, on both sides, and on to the sides of the 
neck and os uteri in an elliptical direction. A 
space of mucous membrane was thus circum- 
scribed in the mesian line. The freshened sur- 
faces were then united, partly by the continued, 
and partly by the interrupted silver suture, the 
latter portion having been left permanently in situ, 
as the patient had passed her climacteric. The 
operation proved a perfect success. 

“Although long and practically familiar with 
the method and appliances of Dr. Sims, it was 
yet with t pleasure and interést that I saw 
them put in use by his own hands. His skill in 
manipulation is only equalled by the simplicity 


and ity of his im ents. He has ex- 
hibited his operation for catial fistula in 
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a number of the Parisian hospitals, and for the 
great benefits which he has conferred on a large - 
class of previously hopeless and miserable females, 
he well deserves the decoration of the Legion of 
Honor, lately bestowed on him by the French 
Emperor. 
“About ten days ago Dr. Sims left Paris for 

London, where he expects to establish himself in 

ractice. He is engaged in writing a work which 
will be looked for with great interest, as his posi- 
tion in the Women’s Hospital of New York af- 
forded him an unexampled field for experience and 
observation, the fruits of which will now be given 
to the profession.” 


Rare Nervous Disease. 


The Edinburgh correspondent of the British 
Medical Journal, says, that at a recent meeting 
of the Med. Chirurg. Soc. of Edinburgh, Dr. 
Sanpers read a most interesting report of a rare 
form of nervous disease to the Society. The sub- 
ject of it is a man, about 35 years of age, who is 
affected with a remarkable disorder of the volun- 
tary movements. When the patient is kept per- 
fectly quiet, as during the night, nothing is no- 
ticeable. If caused to move, or in any way 

zitated, the most violent oscillating and somewhat 
rhythmical movements of nearly all the muscles 
of the body, with the exception of those of the 
face, take place. If the patient attempt to walk, 
these movements are so excessively violent that 
he nearly falls, and when he reaches a seat he 
can only with difficulty maintain himself in a 
sitting posture. Dr. Sanpers pointed out that 
there was no paralysis of voluntary movements 
and no loss of muscular power; none of the sen- 
sory functions are in the slightest degree impli- 
cated. There is no tenderness over the spine; no 
affection of the heart. , 

The history of the patient is a curious one. 
Some months since, he fell from a height of twelve 
feet, and sustained certain injuries, from which 
he recovered; no disorder of movements having 
made its a ce. A few ays after returning 
to his work, he again fell, and, althou Peay a 
jured, a to sustain a. t fright. He 
Immediately began to shake ager om that 
those who saw him thought him to be in a fit. 
These shaking movements have since continued. 

In his very excellent and learned commentary 
on this case, Dr. Sanpers maintained that the 
disorder was most probably only a functional one. 
He pointed out that the affection had no real re- 
semblance +o paralysis agitans, as might, at first 
sight, have been supposed. Besides there being 
no loss of muscular power in this case, there is a 
total absence of the scelotyrbe festinans, the bend- 
ing forwards of the nk, which, as Parkinson 
showed, is an essential feature in paralysis Je 
tans. The case differed, Dr. Sanprrs lik se 
pointed out, from chorea, in the movements being 
rhythmical and not irregular, and in the muscles 
of expression being free from disordered move- 
ment. Although differing, to a certain extent, 
from chorea, the disease was one closely allied to 
it; and should be placed along with that class of 
nervous disorders which had been named by GaLen 
and Sytvius tremores—a term which has been 
also used by Romperc, and serves as a link be- 
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tween the diseases which may be arranged under 
the terms paralysis and convulsions. Dr. San- 
DERS suggested, that the disease affecting the 
patient which he had shown to the Society might 
perhaps be conveniently named pseudo-paralysis 
agitans, or dystaxia agitans. 


The Therapeutical Uses of Ox-Gall. 


Professor Wourr, says the British and Foreign 
Med. Chir. Review, wishes to direct the attention 
of the medical public to a renewed trial of ox- 
gall, so that it may again effect the purposes for 
which it was formerly recommended. The ox- 
gall acts as a tonic, laxative, and nervine. Asa 
tonic it is especially useful in dyspeptic cases 
dependent on atony of the gastro-intestinal canal ; 
as a laxa'ive when a powerful stimulation of the 
intestine is at the same time required, and in 
cases of deficient and morbid secretion of bile 
with attendant constipation. In such cases ox 
gall is more useful than any other medicine re- 
commended for the same c inditions, and a patient 
who was treated by Dr. Wourr for symptoms of 
cirrhosis of the liver, jaundiced skin, obstinate 
constipation, and increasing emaciation, was com. 
pletely cured by the use of thisagent. Dr. Wourr 
also found this remedy very beneficial in two 
cases of spasm of the stomach in an especially 
severe form. In order to produce a laxative eff-ct 
he ordered a tablespoonful of solution of from 
four to six drachms of inspissated ox-gall in s'x 
ounces of aromatic fluid, to be taken four times a 
day; but to produce a tonic effect smaller doses 
are sufficient. 


Magnesium and Hare’s Light in Surgery. 

“M. Fournig, according to the Gazette des Hépi- 
taux, the other day, exhibited to a large class a 
polypus of the larynx with the laryn pe and 
magnesium light. By the aid of a Plassy lamp, 
he projected the luminous rays upon the mirror 
placed at the bottom of the throat. The image of 
the reflected upon the mirror being very 
small, he placed a bi-convex lens in front of the 
mouth, and so enlarged it that it was distinguish- 
able at the distance of several yards. M. Fauve. 
has for some months employed Drummonp’s* 
lime light for the purpose of producing a brilliant 
flame in his laryngoscopic clinique. He prefers 
it tothe magnesium light, as it is not liable to 
the interruptions incident to that, while it costs 
only fifteen pence ee hour, instead of a shilling 
per minute. M. Fauve. recently removed, by 
aid of the Drummonp light, a polypus from the 
chordz vocales.” 
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Annual Report of the Royal Edinburgh Asylum 
for the Insane. For the year 1864. 


The ordinary managers of this celebrated Asy- 
lum present a very encouraging report of its 
operations during the past year. The resident 





* More properly Hane’s. 
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physician, as usual, is compelled to complain of the 
injudicious attempts at kindness, in the removal 
of friends before they are perfectly restored. The 
same defect exists in the lunacy laws ef Scotland 
in this respect as in our own. 

The daily average number resident in the Asy- 
lum during the year was, males, 325; females, 
321; total 646.. Of those discharged 105 were 
cured, 39 relieved; 46 not improved, and 62 died. 
The number remaining at the close of the year 
was males, 322; famales, 322; total 644. 

“One of the volantary inmates was a young 
gentleman who had been a kleptomaniac from his 
infancy. In childhood he st-le soiled gloves and 
handkerchiefs, and other useless articles, which 
he secreted. He stole money from his friends, 
without any apparent purpose of spending, fur he 
would give it away to his companions, would 
readily confess the theft if charged, and restore 
what he had taken. He deplored his propensity, 
protested that he conld not help it, that the mo- 
ment he had gratified his desire to appropriate, 
he knew he had done wrong, and was anxious to 
get rid of the stolen property.” 

“The mortality,was below the average of former 
years, being in the ratio of 7 per cent. to the 
total number under treatment, or 9 per cent. to 
the mean number resident.” 

The insanity was supposed to be due when ad- 
mitted to the following causes: First, intemper- 
ance was the exciting cause in 10 per cent. of 
the sufferers. Next in frequency were moral 
causes, such as grief, anxiety, and domestic afflic- 
tions,— amounting, when added together, to nearly 
the same per centage as those ascribed to intem- 
perance. The next most frequent cause was the 
climacteric period, or bodily disease of some kind. 
The frequency of relapses is also shown in this 
table, no fewer than 66 of the patients having had 
previous attacks. In 52, a hereditary predisposi- 
tion was admitted to exist. The number of cases 
ascribed to religious excitement or revivals has 
very materially diminished during the past year, 
being only 3, instead of 13, as in the preceding 
year. 

In certain respects the tables of cures show the 
same results as will be found the world over— 
namely, the greater curability of the more acute 
forms-of insanity, although one case of recovery 
from general paralysis is chronicled. The statis- 
ties also show the duration of the insanity in 
the patients previous to their admission,—illus- 
trating the curability of insanity in its earlier 
stages, and its comparative hopelessness, when it 
has continued for any length of time before being 
placed under Asylum treatment. 

An appendix giving the pathological appear- 
ance observed in the brain, accompanies the re- 
port, and is very valuable, but our space forbids 
presenting an abstract from it, which we much 


regret. We may recur to it again. 
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PHILADELPHIA, JULY 8, 1865. 


MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF 
OHIO. 


We are indebted to a correspondent for an ac- 
count of the late meeting of this Society. The 
meeting was quite well attended and continued 
through three days, some of the proceedings 
being quite spirited. It seems that Dr. Mus- 
sey, of Cincinnati, not satisfied with the explicit 
denial given at the meeting of the American 
Medical Association at Boston, to his charge 
there, that the Surgeon-General had been guilty 
of consulting with a homceopath, renewed the 
charge at this meeting, and denounced the Sur- 
geon-General quite warmly in a speech of some 
length. Dr. Mussey does not seem to offer any 
other proof in support of the charge, than the 
published letter of the homeeopathic doctor. Now 
we know nothing whatever of the circumstances 
connected with the case beyond the statement of 
Dr. Woopwarp, at Boston. Our own impressions 
on the subject were given in a recent number of 
the Reporter, and they seem to be fully borne 
out by the statements of Dr. Woopwarp, before 
the American Medical Association at Boston, and 
of Dr. McDermort, in reply to Dr. Mussey, at 
the meeting of the Ohio Society. The charge 
against the Surgeon-General is a very unnatural, 
not to say ridiculous one, and we are not willing 
to accept the testimony against him as valid. We 
have no doubt but the committee that was ap- 
pointed to correspond with the Surgeon-General 
on the subject will, when they come to learn the 
facts, be surprised to find on what a slender basis 
the charge rests. 

We believe in holding all members of the pro- 
fession, particularly the more prominent ones, to 
a strict ethical accountability, and we trust that 
the result of this case will be to induce members 
of our profession to cast about and see if there 
may not be prominent and influential medical 
men in their own neighborhoods, whose conduct 
in this respect would bear looking into. 

Our friends of the State Medical Society of 
Ohio seem to have taken a perpetual lease of the 
White Sulphur Springs for the purpose of hold- 
ing their meetings. In this, we think they are 
wise, as also in continuing their sessions for 
three days. A trip to the meeting of the State 
Medical Society is, at the same time, a trip of 
pleasure to a fashionable watering place, and be- 
comes subservient to science, health and pleasure. 


EDITORIAL. 
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Some of our other States might profit by this cus” 


tom of the Ohio Society. 
TJs 


ENDOWMENT OF LECTURESHIPS IN THE 
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


Publicity having been given ta the proposed 
endowment of Lectureships in the Medical De- 
partment of the University of Pennsylvania, we 
will state the facts as briefly as possible, so far as 
they have transpired. 

The Trustees of the University of Pennsylva- 
nia, through the.liberality of the distinguished 
Emeritus Professor of the Theory and Practice 
of Medicine in that institution—Dr. Grorcr B. 
Woop, as we are informed, have devoted the sum 
of $50,000 to the endowment of lectureships in 
the University on the following subjects :—i. 
Zoology and Comparative Anatomy; 2. Botany; 
3: Mineralogy and Geology; 4. Hygiene; 5. Me- 
dical Jurisprudence, including Toxicology. We 
have heard the names of competent gentlemen 
mentioned in connection with each of the chairs, 
but do not as yet feel authorized to give publicity 
to them. The appointments will be made in No- 
vember next, and the first course of lectures will 
be given the ensuing spring. Each lecturer is to 
receive a salary of $500 from the fund, and also 
all fees that may accrue from the sale of tickets, 
the fee not to exceed $10, and regular matricu- 
lants and alumni to be admitted free. 

This liberal action of Dr. Woop is entirely in 
keeping with his well-known views on the sub- 
ject of medical progress. He has always been a 
friend of thorough education, and when a teacher 


and professor, always insisted on a close applica- 
tion to his studies on the part of the student, and 


a proper qualification for the discharge of the re- 
sponsible duties of the physician on the part of 
the graduate. 

In no better way could he have shown his love 
of, and confidence in the science of medicine, and 
his attachment to his Alma Mater, the venerable 
University of Pennsylvania, than in the establish- 
ment of these lectureships. The devotion of a 
well-earned fortune to so high, honorable, and 
ennobling a purpose as thé advancement of medi- 
cal education, would serve to immortalize the 
name of this distinguished friend of medical pro- 
gress, even if he had done nothing more to secure 
to him so eminent a position. 

———— 


A REGIMENT OF SOLDIERS STRUCK BY 
LIGHTNING. 


Several instances have been given of late, of 
regiments of soldiers being struck by lightning. 
Dr. H. S. Puvwwer, Surgeon of the 152d regi- 
ment, Illinois Volunteers, stationed at Tullaho- 
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‘ma, Tenn., under date of June 19th, furnishes 
the following account of an attack on that regi- 
ment by the artillery of the clouds: 

“Our regiment was yesterday the scene of one 
of the most terrible calamities which it has ever 
been my lot to witness. 

** About two o’clock, P. M., a violent thunder- 
storm visited us. It being Sabbath, the “ guard 
mounting” was deferred until two o’clock, on 
account of the morning being occupied in grand 
review. While the old guard was being turned 
out to receive the new, a blinding flash of light- 
ning was seen, accompanied instantly by a ter- 
rific peal of thunder. The whole of the old 
guard, together with part of the new, were 
thrown violently to the earth. The shock was so 
severe and sudden that, in most cases, the rear 
rank men were thrown across the front rank 
men. One man was instantly killed, and thirty- 
two others were more or less severely burned by 
the electric fluid. 

“The men were mostly injured in the region of 
the shoulders, arms, and hips; the men having 
been standing at shoulder arms, in which case 
the barrel of the musket would rest in the hollow 
of the right arm and shoulder, the butt of the 
piece resting against the hip. One man, who 
was on guard in front of the hospital tent, had 
his musket thrown from his hands, and the bayo- 
net stuck into the ground. The man himself 
was shocked pretty severely, but not thrown 
down. One man, who had been to the rear and 
was returning, was struck down and severely 
injured in the eyes. In some instances, the 
men’s boots and shoes were torn from their feet 
and torn to pieces, and strange as it may appear, 
the men were injured but little in the feet. 

“In all the cases, the burns appear as if they 
had been caused by scalding hot water, in many 
instances the skin being shrivelled and torn off. 
The men all seem to be doing well, and a part of 
them will be able to resume their duties in a few 
days.” 


o—~ 
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Notes and Comments. 
Professor Elected. 

Dr. Joun B. Brvpie has been elected by the 
Trustees of Jefferson Medical College, in this city, 
to fill the vacancy in that institution caused by 
the death of Tuomas D. Mircne.i, M.D., Profes- 
sor of Materia Medica and General Therapeutics. 

Dr. Brvpiz has been long and favorably known 
in this city as a teacher of Materia Medica, and 
the appointment will, we doubt not, prove to be 
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of great advantage to the Jefferson Medical Col- 
lege. Dr. Bropie is a nephew of the late Dr, 
NatsanteL Carman, 80 long the popular profes- 
sor in the University of Pennsylvania. 


The Long Island College Hospital. 

The annual commencement exercises of the 
Long Island College Hospital took place at the 
Athenzeum, Brooklyn, on the evening of the 29th 
ult., and was well attended. The Rev, A. N. Lir- 
TLEJOHN delivered an invocation, when Dr. Mason 
came forward, and, after a few introductory re- 
marks, conferred degrees upon fifty-two gradu- 
ates. Prof. F. H. Hamiiron delivered an address 
to the graduates, after which the Valedictory was 
read by Mr. E. S. Bares, of the graduating class. 
Grarutia’s Band furnished music during inter- 
vals, and the proceedings terminated with a bene- 
diction by Rev. Dr. Lirrigsonn. 


Deceased Prisoners. 

Agreeably to a request of the War Department, 
a list of the names of those who are known to 
have died in rebel prisons has been prepared in 
the Surgeon-General’s office, and will be fur- 
nished to the authorities of the several States to 
which they belonged. 
Emigrant’s Hospital on Ward’s Island, N. York. 

This new hospital—a magnificent structure of 
brick, which will when completed have cost at 
least four hundred thousand dollars—is after a 
design of Mr. Ricu, and consists of five large 
buildings, faced on the south, with ten lofty tow- 
ers springing from the ground, with spacious 
areas between each building, so that sun, light 
and air are admitted freely on all sides. The 
baths, furnaces, and water closets are in the va- 
rious stories of these towers, and arrangements are 
also made for ventilation in winter in the most 
scientific manner. Everything about the hospital 
is in the best taste, and planned with consummate 
judgment; and New York may boast that no su- 
perior institution of a similar character exists in 
any other city in the world. The necessary vege- 
tables for the inmates are raised abundantly on 
the island. : 


The Sanitary Condition of Wilmington, N.C. 

Parties from Wilmington bring alarming re- 
ports of the filthy and sickly condition of that 
city ; which condition of things has been growing 
worse since the arrival there from the rebel pri- 
sons of our soldiers, who were rotten with dis- 
ease. It is also reported that the yellow fever has 
appeared there; but this is not believed, as it is 
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considered too early in the season for that epi- 
demic. 

The blacks who have gathered there in great 
numbers, furnish many victims to disease. The 
Newbern Times says the spotted fever has been 
raging fearfully among the blacks as well as the 
whites in Wilmington, and it is whispered that 
the yellow fever is threatened. 
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Correspondence. 


DOMESTIC. 


Medical Society of the State of Ohio. 
Eptror Mep. anv Sugaicat Reporter : 


The Medical Society of the State of Ohio, met 
at White Sulphur Springs, on the 21st of June, 
and was called to order by the President, Prof. 
Weser, of Cleveland. 

The county organizations throughout the State 
were well represented ; over one hundred medical 
gentlemen were present. Among them were Drs. 
Kirtland and Firestone, of Cleveland, Surgeon- 
General Barr, of Columbus, Surgeon McDermott, 
U. S. Army, Drs. Mussey and Stevens, of Cincin- 
nati, Russel, of Mount Vernon, and other promi- 
nent members of the profession. 

The meeting was characterized by great cordi- 
ality of personal intercourse among the members, 
and by a lively and general interest in the pro- 
ceedings. The Society continued in session three 
days, during which, various papers were read, 
and various discussions held on topics of profes- 
sional interest. 

The report on Diseases of the Eye by Dr. Merz, 
of Massilon, was a valuable contribution, and re- 
flected much credit on the author, who for several 
years past has given special attention to the 
subject of ophthalmology. , 

The report on Army Surgeons, by Surgeon-Gen- 
eral Barr, contained some interesting facts and 
statistics. He showed that greater success had 
attended the medical operations of the Union 
armies, during the late war, than had ever before 
been known in the history of civilization. By 
comparing our statistics with those of the French 
and English, it was shown that these nations had 
never succeeded in bringing the medical adminis- 
tration of their armies to a condition of efficiency 
which would at all compare with that of the 
American army. While it was true that in the 
early history of the war, many of our surgeons, 
like our generals, lacked experience in the terri- 
ble events which challenged their energies, and 
had therefore committed some mistakes, it was, 
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nevertheless, a fact that in the progress of the 
war, the medical staff had attained a degree of 
skill and success in the treatment of wounds and 
diseases, which was unparalleled in the armies of 
the most educated nations of Europe. It was 
shown that in a very large number of carefully 
reported amputations, eighty-five per cent. of the 
cases had recovered, 

_A report on the treatment of Gunshot Fractures, 
by Dr. Kyuz, of Xenia, gave rise to an animated 
discussion on the merits of conservative surgery. 
The author of the report recommended early am- 
putation in almost all cases of gunshot fracture 
of the leg and thigh. He cited a large number 
of cases where attempts to save limbs had result- 
ed in the loss of life. His views were ably en- 
dorsed by Surgeon-General Barr, who thought 
the conservative surgery of the present day was 
more intent on preserving the limbs than the 
lives of patients. 

Dr. Musszy took a decided stend against the 
doctrines set forth in the report, and the opinions 
expressed by the Surgeon-General. He thought 
the failure to save fractured limbs was nct so 
frequent as the gentleman imagined, and that 
such failures might be obviated by attending 
more carefully to the circumstances of each case. 
He disagreed with the author of the paper, in 
regard to pyemia. It was not a sequence of sup- 
puration, nor did it consist of pus in the blood. 
It was a condition of the system resulting from 
defective nutrition. 

Surgeon Gar, of Columbus, made some excel-_ 
lent practical remarks on the subject of gunshot 
fractures, setting forth certain conditions under 
which it would be the duty of the surgeon to try 
and save the limb, and other conditions which 
would demand immédiate amputation. 

A resolution was offered by Dr. Mussry, cen- 
suring Surgeon-General Barnes, U. 8S, A., for 
consulting with Verp1, the homeeopathist, in 
the treatment of Secretary Szwarp. 

Dr. M. indulged in some remarks by no means 
complimentary to the Chief ofthe Medical Bureau 
of the army, He regarded the publication of 
Verpi, and his testimony in court, as conclusive 
evidence of the Surgeon-General’s guilt. 

The resolution was favored by several members, 
who thought if the Surgeon-General was innocent 
of the charge, he would not have suffered the 
published statement of Verp1, to be circulated 
throughout the land without a public contradic- 
tion. 

The resolution was opposed by Surgeon Mc- 
Dermott, who hoped the Society would have too 
much self respect to entertain so grave a charge 
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against a distinguished member of the profession, 
when that charge had no foundation except the 
testimony of a homoopathist. For himself he 
would not harbor a suspicion against the hum- 
blest member of the profession on such testi-, 
mony. 

He thought the gentleman who offered the re- 
solution ought to be censured for treating the 
statement of a homeeopathist with so much con- 
sideration. VzERp1 was a traitor to the profession 
—a quack. And therefore unworthy of credence 
in any issue between himself and Surgeon-Gen- 
eral Barnes. Dr. McD. did not believe that the 
Surgeon-General had ever consulted with a ho- 
moeopathist. And he had good reason to believe 
that Verp1 was not known to him, much less 
participated with him in the treatment of Mr. 
SEwarp. 

The resolution of censure was laid on the table. 
Subsequently a motion was carried instructing 
the President of the Society to appoint a commit- 
tee to address a respectful inquiry to the Surgeon- 
General, in order to get the facts in the case. 

Other matters of general interest were sub- 
mitted to the consideration of the Society. One 
motion related to the hygiene of public schools. 
A special committee was appointed to inquire into, 
and report upon the present system of public 
school instruction, its requirements—hours of 
study—period and character of recreation, with 
effects on health, development and longevity. 


Another matter of importance related to the 
condition of the incurably insane. It appears 
that no provision for this unfortunate class has 
ever been made by the State, and the manner in 
which they are usually disposed of in the county 
poor houses, was represented as deplorable and 
disgraceful to civilization. 

The subject was referred to a special commit- 
tee, with Dr. Mount, chairman. A vigorous ef- 
fort will be made by the medical gentlemen of 
Ohio, to induce the Legislature at its next ses- 
sion, to make suitable provision for these cases. 

The venerable Dr. Brown, of Bellefontaine, 
was elected President for the ensuing year. 

Prof. Wexner, on retiring from the chair, deliy- 
ered an eloquent valedictory, which was listened 
to by a large assembly, composed of the non-pro- 
fessional visitors at the Springs, as well as the 
members of the Society. 

The Society adjourned to meet at the same 
place, on the third Tuesday of June, 1866. 

M. D. 
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Maine Medical Association. 
Epitor Mep. anp Suroicat Reporter: 


I send you the following brief notes of the late 
meeting of the Maine Medical Association, not 
doubting but they will interest the numerous 
readers of the Reporter in this, as well as other 
States. 

The thirteenth annual meeting of the Maine 
Medical Association was held in Portland, on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, June 20th and 2lst. 
Dr. Mowrok, of Belfast, delivered the introductory 
address. The following officers were elected for 
the ensuing year: 

President—Dr. Amos Nourss, Bath. 

Vice Presidents—Drs. Cuartes W. Tuomas, 
Portland; Josgpa C. Weston, Bangor. 

Recording Secretary—Dr. James M. Bares, 
Yarmouth. 

Standing Committee—Dr. Wu. Swagey, Lim- 
rick; S. H. Tewxspury, Portland; J. W. To- 
warp, Augusta; P. S. Hasxext, Stockton; A. J. 
Fouier, Bath. 

Dr. Western, Chairman of the Committee on 
Necrology, presented his report, by which it ap- 
pears that three members of the Association have 
died during the present year, viz., Dr. W. R. 
Ricnarpson, of the U. 8. Navy, Dr. T. H. Bres- 
LIN, of the army, and Dr. Luxe Hii, of Bidde- 
ford ; and all of them have perished from diseases 
contracted in the service of the Union. Memorial 
resolutions in regard to these members were passed 
unanimously. 

Tuesday evening was devoted to the discussion 
of the following topics: 


“What has occasioned the radical change of 
treatment within the last quarter of a century? 
Has the type of disease changed, or is it owin 
to hereditary intermarriage, mode of living on 
influences, including former improper treatment 
by which the constitution of patients at the pre- 
sent time is broken down, and does not require 
the heroic treatment formerly indicated and used?” 


On Wednesday reports of interesting cases 
were made and discussed. Dr. A. J. Fuiusr, of 


Bath, read a paper on Fractures; and was fol- . 


lowed by Dr. Gitman, of Portland, with one on 
Obstetrics. The subject of Dr. Tzewxssury’s pa- 
per, submitted after Dr. Gitmors had closed, was 
the Excision of Joints. The Dr. claimed that 
this operation was first performed in this country. 
He exhibited joints of the hip, knee, ankle and 
wrist which he had removed; and all resulted in 
making useful limbs. He also spoke in general 
terms of the common diseases of joints and their 
treatment. The various subjects presented dur- 
ing the session were of great interest to the pro- 








fession, and were listened to with close attention. 
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The Association adjourned at noon, after pass- 
ing a vote to hold the next annual meeting in 
Portland on the 3d of June, 1866. B. B. 
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News and Miscellany. 
The Yellow Fever Plot. 

It appears, by publications in the Halifax 
(Nova Scotia) Citizen, that the public sentiment 
of that community has been painfully aroused by 
an imputation that certain of the medical men of 
the city were in some degree implicated in the 
yellow fever plot of Dr. BLacksurn. 

The substance of the charge, as published in 
the Sun newspaper, was, that “ BLacxsurn freely 
discussed with several medical gentlemen here 
the feasibleness of adopting the very plot of 
which he is accused;’- and again, “that it was 
known to some men in this city, after Buack- 
purN’s return from Bermuda, that it (the fever 
plot) was part of his project.” Subsequent cor- 
respondence brought out the fact that Drs. Jen- 
nines and Starter were the “medical gentle- 
men”? referred to. 

The Nova Scotia Medical Society appointed a 
committee to investigate the charges made by the 
Sun. From the report of the committee it would 
appear that there was no foundation for the im- 
putation upon the medical profession of Halifax. 
Dr. Tupper, to whom the editor of the Sun refer, 
red as authority, declared that he never made the 
statement that any medical man in Halifax, 
either before or after Dr. Buackpurn’s return 
from Bermuda, knew anything about his inten- 
tion to spread yellow fever. 

What Dr. Tupper did say was, as he explains, 
that Buacksurn intimated in conversation that 
the disease could be communicated by infected 
clothing, and this led to the belief that he had 
attempted it. The two gentlemen implicated, 
Drs. Jennincs and Starter, also make affidavit 
that they “have never on any occasion heard Dr. 
Biacksurn express his intention of propagating 
disease of any kind in any place, by infected 
clothes or otherwise; nor ever had any conversa- 
tion with him on any such subject; nor made 
any representation to any person that such a plot 
existed,” 





Poisoned by a Fly Bite 
On the 22d ultimo, Cuartes ScuwEicER, a 
boarder at No. 95 East Fourth street, New York, 
was stung under the right eye by a large fly, 
which flew from the carcass of a bullock in his 
slaughter-house in First Avenue. The wound 
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being intensely painful, Scnweicer went home, 
and his face swelling, arnica was applied, but 
without affording relief. The sufferer lay in tor- 
ture until Thursday night, and then died, as a 
jury say, of “poisoning from the bite of a fly.” 
The deceased, who was a native of Germany, 
was 40 years of age. 


Reproduction of Bone. 

M. O.urzer, (Paris,) who has been for some 
time experimenting with the periosteum in form- 
ing new bone after the old had been removed, 
has recently removed the upper half of the hu- 
merus from a child, six years old, for disease of 
the shoulder-joint, carefully detaching the peri- 
osteum all round, aud dividing nohe of the mus- 
cular attachments. The child now, seven months 
after the operation, is in good health, and the 
arm is almost perfectly restored. 


A Medical Candidate for Parliament. 

The Brit. Med. Jour. states that Sir Cuaries 
Locockx has issued his address to the electors of 
the Isle of Wight for their representative in the 
House of Commons. ‘“ We have the highest per- 
sonal regard for the abilities and private worth 
of this distinguished physician, and the presence 
of such an authoritative exponent of the profes- 
sion, must prove highly beneficial to the support 
of its interests there.” 


Tea in a Nutshell. 


Dr. Arrrretp, Director of the Laboratories of 
the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain, has 
published a very interesting account of the result 
of an examination which he has made of the Kola 
nuts of Western Central Africa. The London 
Lancet says: A few ounces of dry hard a 
of these ‘nuts were placed in his hands by Dr. 
DanIgLi, who s that in the fresh state the 
were largely used as an article of food and medi- 
cine by the natives of Western Central Africa; 
that he had once aken of the fresh nut, the 
effect being that he was kept awake for many 
hours; that he therefore inferred that they must 
contain a principle similar to that which exists in 
tea, coffee, etc.—namely, theine; and that he had 
in fact, by a rough chemical process, succeeded in 
obtainin resembling theine in appear- 
ance. a medicine, the fresh nut, Dr. Danievn 
said, was esteemed of t value in diarrhoea 
_ affections of the liver; and that, indeed, for 

pu 


lowed to become dry, they were considered 
have eciated in value, and were then o 
chewed the lower classes of the natives. . 

Artriztp has determined the presence of thei 
in dried Kola nut in the of 

per cept. Coffee contains 5 to 2.0, 
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from .5 to 3.5 parts in 100. So that the Kola 
nut really has a considerable food value. The 
discovery of theine in the food materials of an 
African race of people is highly interesting. It 
is well known that coffee, tea, cocoa, matao, Par- 
aguay tea, and guarana, which constitute the 
beverage of the European, American, and Asiatic 
peoples, have been selected by an unerring in- 
stinct, which has divined in each plant the re- 
markable alkaloid—theine. Different in botani 
cal characters, varied in genera, not very unlike 
in flavor, they have been instinctively chosen as 
containing this valuable active: principle. The 
investigation of the food value of the Kola nut is 
thus one of particular interest, and which will, 
we hope, be carried further. 


Effect of Sugar in Phthisis. 

The Pacific Medical and Surgical Journal says 
that a French savan, M. Caampovurtioy, asserts 
as the result of experiment as well as inductive 
reasoning, that the free use of sugar tends to 
cause pulmonary irritation and a disposition to 
atrophy. “In tubercular disease,” he says, “the 
cough, hectic fever, and night sweats are increased 


by the fondness of the patients for sweet sub- 
stances.” The acids of the stomach transform 
cane sugar into glucose, which weakens the di- 
gestive power, and tends to produce a plethoric 
condition of the system. Honey and liquorice 
are not so affected in the stomach, and are there- 
fore less ohjectionable. The experience of sugar 


plantations is not exactly accordant with these 


views. Sickly negroes grow fat and strong in 
the season of sugar-making, when they eat freely 
of the cane. Invalids with incipient pulmonary 
disorders have been greatly benefitted by resi- 
dence in the sugar-house, where they constantly 
inhale the vapor from the boiling syrup, and 
doubtless swailow a larger amount of sugar than 
under other circumstances, 


‘Ventilation in Fever. 


Dr. MacCormac, of Belfast, thus writes on this 
subject to the Dublin Medical Press. “If Dr. 


Kennepy will come to Belfast, I will show him | y 


hundreds, if not thousands, of persons, of both 
sexes too, myself inclusive, who keep their win- 
= open all night natn in eae and 
with ev i vantage. ept the win- 
dows cusizely ot during the outnent af cholera, 
and with the utmost benefit. I never treat a case 
of fever, at whatever period of the year, without 
opening oe wate and as — day and 
ight—a t) re whi . Henry 
Heanioy ollten to Ser teopoebtes Persons in 
fever do not commonly labor under cold and livid 
feet, with cool breath and pulseless wrists. The 
hot stege is of a certain duration. There are also 
hot months in the year, during which the ab- 
sence of ventilation entails, if possible, yet greater 
evils than during the cold. I never found the 
least difficulty in maintaining warmth along with 
open windows in fever. It is a perfect matter of 
that fever cases by the roadside recov- 

ered oftener and better, than in 
closed windows. Dr. Kennzpy says he does not 
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see how wards are to be kept dry. To which I 
reply, it is simply by not wetting them.” 





MARRIED. 


Srzak—MoLvany.—On the 27th ult., by Rev. Eaton W. Maxcy, 
at Elmwood, the residence of the bride’s father, Dr. John Craw- 
ford Spear, U. 8. N., and Miss Emma Leedom Mulvany, daugh- 
ter of Daniel H. Mulvany, ., of Norristown, Pa. 

Merriti—LinsLey.—At Washington, D. C., May 23, by Rev. 
H. A. Raybold, Surgeon Charles G. G. Merrill, Twenty-second 
United States Colored Troops, and Miss Georgia A., eldest daugh- 
ter of Charles Linsley, Esq., of New Haven, Conn. 

PHILLIPS—McALPIN.—On Thursday. the 22d ult, at the 4th 
Presbyterian church, Trenton, by the Rév. Dr. E. D. Yeomans, 
Dr. William W. L. Phillips, and Meta R. McAlvin. 

Morriti—PinkaaM.—On June 2ist, by the Rev. Alexander 
McKensie, Dr. George H. Morrill, of Brattleboro’, Vermont, and 
Helen L. Pinkham. 


ee ee 
~ DIED. 


Ecxert.—At his residence, in this city, on the 28th June, Dr. 
G. N. Eckert, in the 63d year of his age. 

Gepvey.—On Friday evening, June 16, at her residence, Mil- 
ton, Ulster county, New York, C. Adelaide, wife of Dr. Wm. H. 
—— and eldest daughter of J. Handley, in the 28th year cf 

er age. 

Leaminc.—On Tuesday, June 27, Jarie Helen, wife of Dr. 
James R. Leaming, of New York, and eldest daugh er of the 
late Rev. Lewis Cheeseman, D. D, of Philadelphia. 

Warp.~—In New York, on Friday, June 30, of cholera infan- 
pes. ~~ Charlies, son of Dr. J. H. and L. M. Ward, aged 
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ANSWERS TO CORRRESPONDENTS. 


Dr. L. D. R. Vt-—We would recommend Flint on Physical 
Examination of the Chest, as the best monograph on that sub- 
ject—but Da Costa’s Medical Diagnosis,a more recent work, 
will most likely meet all your requirements, and, on the whole, 
be a more satisfactory work. 
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